FOREWORD

as well as to Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, as his father's
literary executor. I have applied for advice and informa-
tion to scores of men and women who knew, or worked
with, MacDonald, most of them busy and distinguished
persons, some of them political opponents of MacDonald's,
or of his biographer, and without exception they have
spared no pains to tell me all they could.

I must not overload this brief foreword with a list
of those who so willingly helped me for MacDonald's
sake, but I cannot deny myself the pleasure of expressing
my deep gratitude to my friend, Mr. William Blackwood,
G.B.E., who, with characteristic generosity, placed at my
disposal a mass of material which, at considerable
trouble and expense, he had himself collected, particularly
as to MacDonald's early days; to Mrs. Bruce Glasier,
who not only allowed me to make use of the invaluable
series of letters from MacDonald to herself and her
distinguished husband, the late J. Bruce Glasier, but also
lent me a complete file of that highly inaccessible journal,
The Labour Leader, and other most useful publications;
to Mr. Edward Pease, formerly Secretary of the Fabian
Society, and long a member of the Executive of the early
Labour Party, and Sir Alexander Mackintosh, formerly
Chairman of the Parliamentary Press Gallery, who both
took endless pains in supplying me with accurate
information; to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord
Olivier, Mr. Bernard Shaw, Professor Lyde, Mr. Wilshire,
Dr. J. J. Mallon, the Rt. Hon. G. N. Barnes, Mr, Coulson
Kernahan, Mr. Spiller, Dr. Stanton Coit of the Ethical
Church, Archdeacon Donaldson, Miss Isabella Holmes,
Mr. George Kerr, the Rt. Hon. H. B. Lees Smith, M.P.,
Mr. David Kirkwood, M.P., Lord Allen of Hurtwood,
the Rt. Hon. J. H. Thomas, Mr. John Beard, Mr. Jack
Williams, the Bishop of Winchester, Mr. David A. Peat
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